
College Planning: Frequently Asked Questions 
Is there any financial aid information available for students and families? 

Beginning in October of this year, you may begin filing your FAFSA.  Most colleges also maintain a calculator on their home page to 
help estimate the cost for that particular college or university. 

How is class rank reported to the student? Is un-weighted/weighted GPA reported? 

The unofficial class rank is not available to students, nor is it reported to colleges or universities.  Both are reported. 

What things should Senior parents and students do to be prepared for the college process? 

Senior year is an important time to complete the college search process. Here are some things that students and parents should be 
doing and thinking about: 

 If taken, review SAT/ACT score reports and compare them to entrance requirements for all potential post-secondary 
institutions on your potential application list. 

 Research colleges that match student interests and ambitions 
 Start thinking about financial aid applications, FAFSA opens in October – 
 Remember some schools have a separate application specifically for scholarships – this typically has a later deadline than 

the actual application.  While some general applications and scholarship applications are one in the same. 
 Attend College Visits whenever possible. Check Naviance to see a list of schools that are visiting Wheaton North. 

Do students receive a copy of their counselor and/or teacher recommendation or are they sent directly to the college? 

Students should waive their right to view the counselor or teacher recommendation. This is called a FERPA agreement. An 
understanding exists between colleges and secondary schools that evaluations and recommendations that they receive from high 
schools are confidential information. Should a counselor or teacher feel they could not write an outstanding letter for the student, 
they may elect to decline the request. 

Are there colleges that are visiting Wheaton North? 

Yes.  Every year we have over 100 colleges and universities visit Wheaton North, beginning in the fall and continuing throughout the 
remainder of the year.  Check your Naviance account “Colleges” tab to sign up.  You can sign up during your junior year. 

Is there a way to tell how many years in a particular subject I should take to get into college? 

It is important to check each school’s website where students are considering applying in order to identify their wishes in terms of 
course requirements. The number of years recommended for a particular subject varies depending on how competitive the college 
is.  However, if there are specific questions, students and parents may call or email the admissions representative and ask what they 
look for. 

How do students determine if they will receive credit from a particular university for an AP test score? 

Each college/university will have different criteria for AP test scores transferring and counting as credit. If you go to the specific 
college/university website, there will be information about which scores will count. In addition, be sure to check if AP or SAT scores 
will exempt a student from taking a specific course.  All Illinois public school must accept AP scores for college credit. 

Are essays and activities, AP test results attached as a part of the online application or are they mailed separately? 

Essays, activities, SAT, ACT or AP test results all fall under the responsibility of the student to send. The essay and activities section is 
a part of the online application. Test results MUST be sent directly from the testing agency. Consult www.collegeboard.com to send 
SAT and AP scores orwww.act.org for ACT scores. The Counseling Center will mail the transcript, counselor recommendation, and 
secondary school report only. 
 


